
1931-1937 

The seven years before Munich — seven years in which Hitler, Mussolini and Hirohito 

perfected their plans to plunge the entire world into the most destructive war of 

all lime . . . 

The seven years in which these leaders of the three robber nations practiced and per- 

fected the art of blitzkrieg on helpless, weaker nations: Japan on Manchuria and China, 

Italy on Ethiopia, Italy and Germany on Spain . . . 

The seven years in which the Democracies of the world—the United Slates, England, 

France and the South American Republics — shut their eyes against the truth; refused 

to take a decisive stand against the aggressors; tried to stem through peaceful means the 

onrushing tide of blood . . . 

The seven years in which the masses of people in the United States varied their daily 

conversations with accounts of bread lines and the Lindbergh kidnapping; New Deal, 

apple vendors, the fall of the mighty Insull empire, the disappearance of Amelia Earhart; 

Federal dole, the birth of the Dionne quintuplets, PWA, NRA, CCC, the capture of 

Clyde Harrow and Bonnie Parker; TVA, sit-down strikes, crime; the Bonus March on 

Washington, the assassination of Huey Long, the repeal of prohibition . . . 

Seven years of uneasy peace for the Democracies that witnessed the 6,000-mile air 

flight led by General Italo Balbo from Rome to the Century of Progress Exhibition at 

Chicago; the Paris and British Expositions, Picard's flight into the stratosphere, the 

assassination of Dollfuss, the death of King George Y of England, the accession and 

abdication of King Edward VI11, the coronation of King Leopold, the maiden voyages 

of the Hindenburg, Queen Mary and the Normandie, the kidnapping of Chiang Kai- 

shek. the Olympics in Berlin, the Hindenburg disaster, Wimbledon tennis matches, 

eclipse of the sun. 
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